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EDITORIAL 


To Journal Readers And Many Other 
Friends Throughout The Southern 
Presbyterian Church: 





I count it a high privilege to become associated 
with the Editors and the other workers and con- 
tributors of THr SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JoUR- 
NAL. Ever since this periodical set forth upon its 
high mission to conserve the unique work of our 
beloved Church and to keep her identity secure in 
her well established field of service, it has had my 
hearty sympathy; and I am grateful to share, how- 
ever I may, in its ministry. 


I firmly believe that the Southern Presbyterian 
Church has a special place, all its own, in our 
Lord’s plan for the redemption of the world. The 
record clearly shows how wonderfully He has used 
her in the past, and in the present; and surely He 
will safeguard her against any course that may les- 
sen her efficiency. I love the uncompromising devo- 
tion (yet with all humility) of the group surround- 
ing and supporting the high purpose of the Journal, 
as Lincoln said, ‘““With malice toward none, with 
charity for all, with firmness in the right, as God 
gives us to see the right;” and I pray that it will 
continue, in steadfastness and meekness, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, to do His will. 


Yours in His faithfulness, 


Wade C. Smith. 


The Battle Of The Soul 
(Psalms 35) 


“Fight against them 
35:1b. 


Life is a battlefield. For David it was a fight 
against physical foes, and also spiritual enemies, 
For the Christian it is a fight against the enemies 





that fight against me:” 
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of his soul. In his ““Holy War” Bunyan describes 
this struggle, and in the Bible it is constantly 
brought to our attention. The Holy War, the Bat- 
tle for the Soul, is vividly described in this psalm. 


Satan, our adversary, the devil, is like a roaring 
lion. We see the “trail of the serpent” from Gene- 
sis to Revelation; from the Garden of Eden to the 
bottomless pit. All along the trail we see the evi- 
dence of his cunning, his power, his persistence. It 
was a subtle blow which he struck at the human 
race as he tempted our first. parents. In the book of 
Job we see his activity and his venom. His greatest 
effort was against the Lord Jesus Christ. He met 
Him in the wilderness, and failing there, brought 
about His crucifixion. He overreached himself at 
the cross, for it was Jesus Who won the victory 
and destroyed the works of the devil. 


Wicked men have flocked to Satan’s banner and 
been his willing slaves and helpers. In the Old 
Testament there is Pharoah, and the heathen na- 
tions of Palestine, and the great World Powers. 
In the New Testament these enemies of Christ 
fought bitterly to prevent the spread of the Gospel, 
and they are still at work in our day. Read a book 
like Fox’s Book of Martyrs, and you can see how 
bitter that struggle has been. 


Our Hope is in God, Who is a “Man of War,” 
as Miriam describes Him in her famous song of vic- 
tory. Our enemy, and our enemies, are too strong 
for us. We must pray, as David prayed, “Fight 
against them that fight against me.” 


Paul was the great soldier of the New Testa- 
ment, as David was of the Old. Satan hated the 
apostle, and wicked men fought against him. He 
writes as a soldier to the Ephesians, and tells them 
to put on the whole armor of God. We need every 
piece. We need the Truth, for we are fighting the 
“father of lies;’’ Righteousness, for he is the foe of 
all righteousness; Peace, and Faith and Salvation; 
the Bible, our Sword of the Spirit; and Prayer, for 
we fight on our knees. 
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God will give us victory in the Holy War; vic- 
tory in our own personal lives, and victory over all 
the forces of evil, for our Lord shall reign and 
rule, and every knee shall bow to Him. Thanks 
be to God Who giveth us the victory through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. —J.K.P. 





The Real Tragedy 
At Chapel Hill 


There are a number of unfortunate aspects of 
what has now become known as “The Chapel Hill 
Case.”’* 


The Judicial Commission of Orange Presbytery 
has our sympathy because they had assigned to them 
a difficult and an unpleasant task. It has been a 
matter of common knowledge for many years that 
the pastor of the Chapel Hill Presbyterian church 
had digressed far from evangelical teaching and 
preaching. In a university town, known for its 
groups of extreme liberals, both among the faculty 
and also in the student body, such preaching was 
popular and the pastor had become both a symbol 
and a leader. The Judicial Commission of Orange 
Presbytery had assigned to it the unhappy and try- 
ing task of studying the situation and rendering a 
verdict. 


It is unfortunate that the case became the edi- 
torial debating ground of many daily newspapers, 
particularly in North Carolina, and one national 
weekly, Time, gave a decidedly sianted report on 
the matter. 


It is unfortunate that the personal loyalties of 
the congregation, a group largely uninstructed in 
and indifferent to even the elements of the Christian 
faith, as well as Presbyterianism, have been enlisted 
to defend an individual and a situation which can 
only be defended through a fundamental ignorance 
of the true issues involved. 


It is unfortunate that a minister finds himself 
confronted with the request for his resignation by 
a duly constituted and authorized Commission of 
his Presbytery, and equally unfortunate that he 
seems willing to have this matter carried to the 
higher church courts. 


But, as unfortunate as all these things are, the 
real tragedy is what has been happening in the lives 
of students there at Chapel Hill over the years. 
The real tragedy centers in that group of young 
people who have had their own faith in the divine 
Son of God compromised by the preaching they 








have heard in the Presbyterian church there. In this 
we speak from personal knowledge, not hearsay. 
Tragic too is the fact that other young people, 
without a Christian background, have in this same 
church been led to look on Christianity as largely 
a humanitarian adventure. 


No where more than on our college and university 
campuses do we need ministers with a vital Chris- 
tian faith and message and an ability, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, to impart that faith to the 
young men and women who come under the in- 
fluence of their ministry. Personality is desirable; 
scholarship will help; but, above and beyond all 
else there is the absolute necessity that the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ shall be preached and His 


Name—not the preacher’s—exalted. 


We as a church have passed through a sobering 
experience in this particular case. We owe it to all 
who are involved to pray for them. We also owe 
it to the students who in the future come under the 
influence of our own particular denomination to see 
that such a development shall not occur again. 
—-. —L.N.B. 

*See issue of Dec. 31st, 1952. 





Starting Next Week 


A Serres Or BrikF PARAGRAPHS 


On PERSONAL WoRK 
By Rev. Wape C. SMITH 
Editor of The Testament For Fishers of Men 





Beginning next week the Journal will present a 
series of short sketches on Personal Evangelism, 
under the title of 


ANGLERS 


The purpose of these sketches will be to show that 
every Christian should be, and can be, a soul win- 
ner. They are especially designed for the great ma- 
jority of church members who, for one reason or 
another, have never ventured into this normal Chris- 
tian activity. Many would like to win souls to 
Christ; but because of timidity, or lack of knowl- 
edge and training, have shrunk from the effort. It 
will be shown that the most timorous, the most 
unlearned, the most unlikely person, old or young, 
smart or stupid, but with the desire to do this great- 


est of all services, CAN AND MAY. 
Send 30 weeks’ trial subscriptions to 
your friends at $1.00 each. 
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About Church Union 


By J. H. Longenecker 


Forty years of my life have been given to my 
Lord Jesus in the service of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, part of it in America, most of it in 
Africa, though I was born and reared in Pennsyl- 
vania. I have loved our Church because she has been 
conservative and loyal to the Word of God. Now 
we are asked to vote for organic union with a 
Church whose recent moderator is called an “un- 
repentant liberal.” (Time, June 2, 1952). 


If I could believe that our Lord Jesus is call- 
ing us into this union I would be happy to go. But 
among the voices calling for union of organization 
I do not hear His voice. All who humbly trust Him 
in all Churches are already one in Spirit. I fear that 
handing over our Church organization to the con- 
trol of “unrepentant liberals” will displease Him, 
and ultimately weaken rather than strengthen our 
witness to a Virgin-born and crucified Saviour. 


Toward this ecclesiastical union I feel somewhat 
as I would in a political way toward a proposal to 
merge the United States with the British Empire, 
giving all of our property and institutions and our 
future destiny as a nation into the hands of the 
British Parliament, with a minority representation 
from the United States. 


I have no animosity whatever to the British, and 
I have real Christian affection for all those in the 
U.S.A. Church who are loyal to our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Some of them are my dear friends. But I 
believe that in both these cases we can best ac- 
complish God’s will for us by retaining our identity. 


Quitman, Georgia. 





“Calvin Said ...” 
(On The Person Of Christ) 


“Heretics, who imagine that (Christ) became 
the Son of God after His human generation, seize 
on the particle (in this passage) therefore as mean- 
ing that He would be called the Son of God be- 
cause he was conceived in a remarkable manner by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. But this is a false 
conclusion: for, though He was manifested to be 
the Son of God in the flesh, it does not follow that 
He was not the Word begotten of the Father be- 
fore the ages. On the contrary, he who had been 
the Son of God in His eternal Godhead, appeared 
also as the Son of God in human flesh. This passage 
not only expresses a unity of person in Christ, but 
at the same time points out that, in clothing Him- 
self with human flesh, Christ is the Son of God. 
As the name, Son of God, belonged to the divine 
essence of Christ from the beginning, so now it is 
applied unitedly to both natures, because the secret 
and heavenly manner of generation has separated 
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Him from the ordinary rank of men. In other pas- 
sages, indeed, with the view of asserting that He 
is truly man, He calls Himself the Son of man, but 
the truth of His human nature is not inconsistent 
with His deriving peculiar honour above all others 
from His divine generation, having been conceived 
out of the ordinary way of nature by the Holy 
Spirit. This gives us good reason for growing con- 
fidence, that we may venture more freely to call 
God our Father, because His only Son, in order 
that we might have a Father in common with Him, 
chose to be our brother.’’* 

In this day and time, when, in spite of ourselves, 
we almost feel an inner hesitancy in baldly stating 
the historic position of the Church on the pre-ex- 
istence and the incarnation of Jesus Christ, due 
to the constant attacks of critical thinkers upon the 
doctrines, it is sometimes refreshing to see a plain, 
unvarnished statement of the case. Calvin frequent- 
ly discusses these doctrines, but there are few pas- 
sages in his writings in which he has summed up all 
the elements in the historic Christian tradition in as 
succinct a manner (though hardly elementary!) as 
in the above. 


*From the Commentary on Luke 1:35. 





Presbyterian Negro 
Work Campaign 


Some of the “Qualities,” and Requirements which 
should be kept in mind by the Minister Chairman 
as he recruits his Lay Chairman and Womens’ 
Chairman. 


1. Outstanding leaders with vision and imagina- 
tion, 


2. Willingness and ability to make this cause a 
“first” in claim on time and personal affairs so the 
necessary organizing work can be carried through 
satisfactorily and on schedule. 


3. Have access to other leaders in the church. 


4. Organizing ability and flexible attitude—will- 
ingness to follow a plan. 

5. Representative type whose acceptance of this 
responsibility automatically places the appeal on the 
proper, important level in the thinking of others. 

6. Ability to secure and stimulate others to work 
and give generously. 

7. Capacity to contribute generously personally 


according to financial ability. 


8. Agressiveness — drive — energy —( to follow 
through thoroughly the plan, schedule and pro- 
gram). 


9. Be loyal and give support to you and respect 
your advice and counsel. 
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The Scandal of Our Day 

















A Plea For Christian Unity 


The great tragedy of contemporary Christianity 
is its divisions. Yes, we mean just that. But, it is 
not along denominational lines that the tragedy 
occurs but rather that within the fold of the Chris- 
tian Church there are four separate and distinct 
forces, forces which bisect and transect the de- 
nominations themselves, three of which should re- 
solve their differences to the extent that they unite 
in their witness against sin and their testimony for 
the redeeming love and grace of God as found in 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. And it is the wit- 
ness to these truths which is essential, not the 
organizational set-up which gives it power or makes 
it effective. 


The Humanists 

The first group consists of those who have 
reduced Christianity to a humanistic religion, 
based primarily on the example of a great char- 
acter of history, Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Hu- 
manizing God and deifying man, ruling out the 
supernatural and making man’s chief end the bet- 
terment of society and the glorification of human 
wisdom, these are the lineal descendents of the Sad- 
ducees of our Lord’s time. There is no record of 
these ever having made one contribution to the 
spiritual life of their time, nor is there, for that 
matter, any record of any of them ever being con- 
verted to Christianity, although such may have been 
the case. The supernatural and redeeming work of 
Christ’s atonement on the cross was sufficient and 
was open to them and is open to their heirs today. 


The Liberals 

The second group is made up of a great bloc of 
theological “liberals,” men who honestly and ear- 
nestly love and trust Christ as their Lord and Sa- 
viour. These men are true Christians and they 
should be recognized as such. But, victims of past 
teaching and reading destructive articles, they are 
“liberal” with God’s Word and many of its clearly 
stated doctrines, something with which they have 
no authority or right to be liberal because these 
things are revealed by God, ordained by Him and 
it is not within the province of man to change or 
deny them on the basis of either human reason or 
expediency. The great weakness of the Christian 
liberals is that by their “liberality” with God’s 
Word their testimony is blunted and they only too 
often find themselves fighting the forces of evil 
with the arms and acoutrements of the flesh. They 
enter into the Lord’s battles with an impaired faith 
in their only weapon of offense, the Word of God, 
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By L. Nelson Bell 


which is the Sword of the Spirit, and, because of 
a distrust in the absolute reliability and authority 
of that Word they find themselves woefully at a 
disadvantage. In their extremity they often turn to 
human sources and philosophy rather than the Word 
of God, which is “quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword.” This futility brings 
with it an emphasis on programs, rituals, aids to 
worship, an urge for large numbers and great or- 
ganizations, and other avenues of service which only 
too often by-pass the essential matters of a Christ- 
centered faith and practice. But, because these lib- 
erals believe in Christ as the Son of God, the only 
Saviour from sin, they are Christian brothers and 
those who differ with them should counsel with 
them in love and treat them as brothers. 


The Evangelicals 

The third group within the Church call them- 
selves evangelicals and their great stress is on loyalty 
to the Word of God and the doctrines taught there- 
in. Among this group are to be found the great soul- 
winners of each generation because their emphasis 
is on the essential sinfulness of the human heart, its 
total need of the redeeming blood of Jesus Christ 
and the power of the Holy Spirit to take and use 
the Word of God to convict and convert men to a 
saving faith in Jesus Christ. But, it often happens 
that evangelicals lose sight of growth in grace and 
things of the Spirit as a right and essential part of 
the Christian life. Also, only too often the evan- 
gelical discounts or fails to appreciate that the in- 
dividual Christian and the Church have a social 
responsibility. Men need the Gospel, but they need 
food and clothing too. Men need Christ’s redeem- 
ing power in their lives, but they also need the re- 
moving of injustices and discriminations, While it is 
absolutely and eternally true that personal redemp- 
tion from sin is the primary message of the Gospel, 
it is also true that redeemed souls need to honor 
their Saviour by showing love and compassion and 
concern for the needy and downtrodden. 


The Fundamentalists 

Finally, there are the fundamentalists, spelt with 
a capital “F.”’ This group, insisting on doctrinal 
conformity, only too often loses sight of the fact 
that there is no substitute for personal godliness 
which perforce includes love, gentleness, temper- 
ance, and humility. These descendents of the Phari- 
sees of old, boldly attack godly men who at some 
point along the line have incurred their displeasure 
with reference to faith or behavior and in their 
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zeal for separation on the one hand and conformity 
to their own tenets, on the other make of the Chris- 
tian faith one continual attack on those with whom 
they disagree. They often seem entirely devoid of 
love or gentleness and those outward evidences of 
the indwelling Holy Spirit. These men are Chris- 
tians because they too believe in Christ as their di- 
vine and only Saviour, but they need, as do all 
others, a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit so 
that to their faith and hope, there may be added 
love—which is the greatest of all. 


Wherein Lies the Solution? 


What is the solution? That one is gravely needed 
almost all will agree. In fear and trembling we 
would suggest a way out, a way whereby the testi- 
mony of Christianity may be enhanced and made 
effective in a time when the world so desperately 
needs it. 


The solution depends primarily on the transform- 
ing power of God’s Holy Spirit, working in all of 
our lives. It means that the Modernist, the man 
who confesses Christ but as only the best man that 
ever lived and who reduces the supernatural and 
redeeming Gospel to a high but man-made philos- 
ophy; it means that such an one must be genuinely 
converted, that he may become a Christian. 


For the liberal it means that he must humble 
himself and shake off the doubts and unbeliefs in- 
herent in the neo-orthodoxy which places the rea- 
son and philosophy of man above the clearly re- 
vealed truths of God’s Word. It means that he 
must pass from faith in a partially inspired Bible to 
one in a completely inspired Book, a Book which the 
Devil fears, against which he cannot stand, and by 
which he is put to flight. It means that his teaching 
and preaching shall turn back from tangents and 
half-truths and find its center in Christ and His 
Word. It means turning from a partial trust in 
the weight of human reason and philosophy to an 
absolute and complete trust in the revelation we 
have of God as found in His Word. It means a 
return to a recognition of sin for what it is and the 
redeeming blood shed on Calvary for its efficacy 
to cleanse and save. 


For the evangelical the solution will involve an 
awakening from laziness in some cases and a daily 
demonstration of the fact that the Gospel and the 
doctrines which he professes are truly the power of 
God unto salvation. It is up to the evangelical to 
show that he has a power in his preaching, his teach- 
ing, and his personal life which is above and beyond 
himself—the power of the Holy Spirit working in 
a cleansed and filled heart. It is up to the evangelical 
to show the liberal that he has a power with sinners 
which he, the liberal, does not have. And, it is also 
up to the evangelical to show a genuine concern for 
the social needs of our day. Finally, he must show 
the fundamentalist, (spelled with a capital “F’’), 
that all of the Bible thumping and breast beating 
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ot a life time cannot compensate for a loveless 
heart, a spirit of hate or a back-biting tongue. 


In conclusion, the fundamentalist, (spelled with 
a capital “F’’), may need the earth-shaking and 
heart-changing experience of Saul of Tarsus on the 
Damascus road. He may have to learn that in his 
zeal for serving Christ he is often persecuting Him; 
in his insistence on man-made dogmas or matters of 
personal behavior, he is losing sight of the weightier 
matters of the law. He will certainly have to have 
an outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit with the renew- 
ing and transforming graces which flow therefrom. 


But, we hear a cynical observation: “You are 
asking us liberals, (and Fundamentalists too), to 
unite with you on the basis of your self-assumed 
evangelical position!’ No, not on a basis of an as- 
sumed position of any individual, but rather on a 
faith backed by the clear teaching of a fully in- 
spired and authoritative Book—the Word of God, 
and on the official position taken in past generations 
by most of the evangelical faiths. 


We make this plea because it is /ogical. It is un- 
thinkable that the ultimate basis of the Christian 
faith shall rest on anything other than the divine 
revelation found in the Scriptures. From this reve- 
lation there comes faith and through faith comes 
experience in Christian living. It is logical because 
logic is subordinated to revelation, and God works 
that way. 


We make thixplea because it works. Souls are 
won to faith in Jesus Christ, not by a program, as 
good as they may be; not by a challenge to be 
“loyal” to Christ, as worthy as that is: they are won 
to a saving faith by presenting the Christ of the 
Bible and the redemptive plan of the Bible, all in 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit. Those who 
have centered their plan of presenting Christ on 
this basis know that it works for it is God, not man 
Who brings the results. 


It is our privilege to know many of that great 
host of ministers who consider themselves more or 
less “‘liberal.”” We love them for themselves, for 
their zeal and earnestness and for many wonderful 
traits which we but wish we also possessed. Because 
we love them we wish for them a spiritual power 
which certainly some of them lack. It is because of 
the effect of this situation that we long for a solu- 
tion to these divisions in the Church. 


The solution is at hand and it should be self- 
evident: it is that all of us who name the name of 
Christ should on our knees, in humble confession 
of our own sins and shortcomings, pray that the 
God of grace and mercy shall pour out the Holy 
Spirit upon us all in a mighty demonstration of 
His presence and power, making us meet for the 
Master’s use, endued with His power and strength- 
ened by His presence—to go out and join hands 


— 


in winning His own in this day of tragic needs. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Anti-Diluvians 


(This is the sixth article in the series by J. V. N. 
Talmage, B.E.) 


A Century’s Growth 
Of Ice-Age Myths 


It was just a little over a century ago that Agas- 
siz, the son of a Swiss clergyman, came to this 
country after he had studied the phenomena of gla- 
ciation in the Alps. To the amazement of all he 
found the same signs of former glaciation in several 
parts of the United States that he had studied in 
his own country. He with others invented the “‘ice- 
age” theory, for he thought that those signs of 
former glaciation in Europe and America pointed 
to a time of world-wide contemporaneous advance 
of the ice from each pole when the world was colder 
than today. Philosophy saw its opportunity and in- 
sisted that the change of temperature had been 
very, very, very gradual, that is, that the earth had 
cooled very, very, very slowly, and then very, very, 
very slowly had grown warm again. Along with 
the development of the theory man’s connection with 
the “‘ice-age’’ was stressed. 


Some Christian leaders, when they saw the philo- 
sophical implications, protested the ice-age theory, 
and as a counter-measure argued that the so-called 
glacial deposits had been left by the flood of Noah. 
Unfortunately for the church, Dr. Agassiz and his 
associates were right about those deposits being of 
glacial origin, and the false theories of the church- 
men brought the Bible into disrepute. Geologists 
when discussing this incident often interpose a wise- 
crack about Bible students. 


About a half-century after Agassiz and others 
had proposed the theory of an “ice-age,” Prof. A. 
Penck and his companions in a close study of the 
Alpine valleys proved that there had not been one 
but four advances of the ice in the past, to which 
they gave the names Gunz, Mindel, Riss, Wurms 
(oldest first). Thus the single “‘ice-age” of the nine- 
teenth century became the “four ice-ages” of the 
twentieth. Technically they are called “glacial 
periods,” and the intervening warm eras “inter-gla- 
cial periods.” Prehistorians were prompt to use the 
new discoveries as a means of “proving” the great 
age of man on earth. Actually Adam was created 
soon after the beginning of the Wurms as last gla- 
cial period. 


American geologists found signs of a number of 
glacial periods in this continent, which they called 
Nebraskan, Kansan, Illinoian, Iowan and Wiscon- 
sin. According to the current “ice-age” theory of 
worldwide contemporary glaciation there could not 
be five “ice-ages” in America and four in Europe, 
so it was decided to combine the Iowan and Wis- 
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consin to make an equivalent to the Wurms. And 
what a hopeless confusion this has engendered! 
When we refer to the Wisconsin in these columns, 
we do not mean the combined mess. If those geolo- 


gists instead of taking pot-shots at the Bible had 
cleaned up this mess, they would have spent their 
time to a hundred fold better advantage. 


Recently it has become increasingly evident that 
each of these so-called “glacial periods” comprised 
several independent glacial advances called stadia. 
Between the stadia there were warmer interstadia. 
When it began to appear that man was connected 
with the various short stadia of the last interglacial 
rather than with the four long glacial and longer 
interglacial ages, as widely publicised, then the pre- 
historians, greatly alarmed lest their long prehis- 
tory might be cataclysmically telescoped, joined to- 
gether to prove that the stadia were very few and 
very minor. Net result, Man is still “proved” to be 
very old, but the scientists are completely baffled in 
their search for the cause of the “minor” oscilla- 
tions. Religion as opposed to Christianity is a great 
handicap to science. 
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zeal for separation on the one hand and conformity 
to their own tenets, on the other make of the Chris- 
tian faith one continual attack on those with whom 
they disagree. They often seem entirely devoid of 
love or gentleness and those outward evidences of 
the indwelling Holy Spirit. These men are Chris- 
tians because they too believe in Christ as their di- 
vine and only Saviour, but they need, as do all 
others, a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit so 
that to their faith and hope, there may be added 
love—which is the greatest of all. 


W herein Lies the Solution? 


What is the solution? That one is gravely needed 
almost all will agree. In fear and trembling we 
would suggest a way out, a way whereby the testi- 
mony of Christianity may be enhanced and made 
effective in a time when the world so desperately 
needs it. 


The solution depends primarily on the transform- 
ing power of God’s Holy Spirit, working in all of 
our lives. It means that the Modernist, the man 
who confesses Christ but as only the best man that 
ever lived and who reduces the supernatural and 
redeeming Gospel to a high but man-made philos- 
ophy; it means that such an one must be genuinely 
converted, that he may become a Christian. 


For the /Jiberal it means that he must humble 
himself and shake off the doubts and unbeliefs in- 
herent in the neo-orthodoxy which places the rea- 
son and philosophy of man above the clearly re- 
vealed truths of God’s Word. It means that he 
must pass from faith in a partially inspired Bible to 
one in a completely inspired Book, a Book which the 
Devil fears, against which he cannot stand, and by 
which he is put to flight. It means that his teaching 
and preaching shall turn back from tangents and 
half-truths and find its center in Christ and His 
Word. It means turning from a partial trust in 
the weight of human reason and philosophy to an 
absolute and complete trust in the revelation we 
have of God as found in His Word. It means a 
return to a recognition of sin for what it is and the 
redeeming blood shed on Calvary for its efficacy 
to cleanse and save. 


For the evangelical the solution will involve an 
awakening from laziness in some cases and a daily 
demonstration of the fact that the Gospel and the 
doctrines which he professes are truly the power of 
God unto salvation. It is up to the evangelical to 
show that he has a power in his preaching, his teach- 
ing, and his personal life which is above and beyond 
himself—the power of the Holy Spirit working in 
a cleansed and filled heart. It is up to the evangelical 
to show the liberal that he has a power with sinners 
which he, the liberal, does not have. And, it is also 
up to the evangelical to show a genuine concern for 
the social needs of our day. Finally, he must show 
the fundamentalist, (spelled with a capital “F’’), 
that all of the Bible thumping and breast beating 
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ot a life time cannot compensate for a loveless 
heart, a spirit of hate or a back-biting tongue. 


In conclusion, the fundamentalist, (spelled with 
a capital “F”), may need the earth-shaking and 
heart-changing experience of Saul of Tarsus on the 
Damascus road. He may have to learn that in his 
zeal for serving Christ he is often persecuting Him; 
in his insistence on man-made dogmas or matters of 
personal behavior, he is losing sight of the weightier 
matters of the law. He will certainly have to have 
an outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit with the renew- 
ing and transforming graces which flow therefrom. 


But, we hear a cynical observation: “You are 
asking us liberals, (and Fundamentalists too), to 
unite with you on the basis of your self-assumed 
evangelical position!” No, not on a basis of an as- 
sumed position of any individual, but rather on a 
faith backed by the clear teaching of a fully in- 
spired and authoritative Book—the Word of God, 
and on the official position taken in past generations 
by most of the evangelical faiths. 


We make this plea because it is logical. It is un- 
thinkable that the ultimate basis of the Christian 
faith shall rest on anything other than the divine 
revelation found in the Scriptures. From this reve- 
lation there comes faith and through faith comes 
experience in Christian living. It is logical because 
logic is subordinated to revelation, and God works 
that way. 


We make this plea because it works. Souls are 
won to faith in Jesus Christ, not by a program, as 
good as they may be; not by a challenge to be 
“loyal” to Christ, as worthy as that is: they are won 
to a saving faith by presenting the Christ of the 
Bible and the redemptive plan of the Bible, all in 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit. Those who 
have centered their plan of presenting Christ on 
this basis know that it works for it is God, not man 
Who brings the results. 


It is our privilege to know many of that great 
host of ministers who consider themselves more or 
less “‘liberal.”” We love them for themselves, for 
their zeal and earnestness and for many wonderful 
traits which we but wish we also possessed. Because 
we love them we wish for them a spiritual power 
which certainly some of them lack. It is because of 
the effect of this situation that we long for a solu- 
tion to these divisions in the Church. 


The solution is at hand and it should be self- 
evident: it is that all of us who name the name of 
Christ should on our knees, in humble confession 
of our own sins and shortcomings, pray that the 
God of grace and mercy shall pour out the Holy 
Spirit upon us all in a mighty demonstration of 
His presence and power, making us meet for the 
Master’s use, endued with His power and strength- 
ened by His presence—to go out and join hands 
in winning His own in this day of tragic needs. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Anti-Diluvians 


(This is the sixth article in the series by J. V. N 
Talmage, B.E.) 


A Century’s Growth 
Of Ice-Age Myths 


It was just a little over a century ago that Agas- 
siz, the son of a Swiss clergyman, came to this 
country after he had studied the phenomena of gla- 
ciation in the Alps. To the amazement of all he 
found the same signs of former glaciation in several 
parts of the United States that he had studied in 
his own country. He with others invented the “‘ice- 
age” theory, for he thought that those signs of 
former glaciation in Europe and America pointed 
to a time of world-wide contemporaneous advance 
of the ice from each pole when the world was colder 
than today. Philosophy saw its opportunity and in- 
sisted that the change of temperature had been 
very, very, very gradual, that is, that the earth had 
cooled very, very, very slowly, and then very, very, 
very slowly had grown warm again. Along with 
the development of the theory man’s connection with 
the “ice-age’’ was stressed. 


Some Christian leaders, when they saw the philo- 
sophical implications, protested the ice-age theory, 
and as a counter-measure argued that the so-called 
glacial deposits had been left by the flood of Noah. 
Unfortunately for the church, Dr. Agassiz and his 
associates were right about those deposits being of 
glacial origin, and the false theories of the church- 
men brought the Bible into disrepute. Geologists 
when discussing this incident often interpose a wise- 
crack about Bible students. 


About a half-century after Agassiz and others 
had proposed the theory of an “ice-age,” Prof. A. 
Penck and his companions in a close study of the 
Alpine valleys proved that there had not been one 
but four advances of the ice in the past, to which 
they gave the names Gunz, Mindel, Riss, Wurms 
(oldest first). Thus the single “ice-age” of the nine- 
teenth century became the “four ice-ages’” of the 
twentieth. Technically they are called “glacial 
periods,” and the intervening warm eras “inter-gla- 
cial periods.’’ Prehistorians were prompt to use the 
new discoveries as a means of “proving” the great 
age of man on earth. Actually Adam was created 
soon after the beginning of the Wurms as last gla- 
cial period. 


American geologists found signs of a number of 
glacial periods in this continent, which they called 
Nebraskan, Kansan, Illinoian, lowan and Wiscon- 
sin. According to the current “ice-age” theory of 
worldwide contemporary glaciation there could not 
be five “ice-ages” in America and four in Europe, 
so it was decided to combine the Iowan and Wis- 


MARCH 18, 1953 





consin to make an equivalent to the Wurms. And 
what a hopeless confusion this has engendered! 
When we refer to the Wisconsin in these columns, 
we do not mean the combined mess. If those geolo- 
gists instead of taking pot-shots at the Bible had 
cleaned up this mess, they would have spent their 
time to a hundred fold better advantage. 


Recently it has become increasingly evident that 
each of these so-called “glacial periods” comprised 
several independent glacial advances called stadia. 
Between the stadia there were warmer interstadia. 
When it began to appear that man was connected 
with the various short stadia of the last interglacial 
rather than with the four long glacial and longer 
interglacial ages, as widely publicised, then the pre- 
historians, greatly alarmed lest their long prehis- 
tory might be cataclysmically telescoped, joined to- 
gether to prove that the stadia were very few and 
very minor. Net result, Man is still “proved” to be 
very old, but the scientists are completely baffled in 
their search for the cause of the “minor’’ oscilla- 
tions, Religion as opposed to Christianity is a great 
handicap to science. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR MARCH 29 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Jesus Is C ructfied 


Background Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11; 
27. Devotional Reading: Romans 5:1-11. 


Why did Jesus die? 


Every thinking person must ask this question as they stand beneath His Cross 


and watch Him die. Paul answers it in two simple statements in Romans 5:1-11: “Christ died for the un- 


godly”; “Christ died for us.”’ Here is the tremendous Fact of the Atonement (Reconciliation). 


This doc- 


trine of the Atonement is not some theory to speculate or philosophize about, but a glorious and blessed 
Fact to believe and rejoice in. We die because we have sinned. The wages of sin is death; death hath passed 


upon all men for all have sinned. There is no diff- 
culty about explaining why we die. But Jesus was 
without sin; in Him is no sin; and yet He died. In 
I Corinthians 15 Paul tells us that the Gospel is 
contained in two simple, but tremendous facts: 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures, and rose again the third day, according to the 
Scriptures. These two great truths stand beneath 
the whole “Good News” which we have to tell to 
the world. 


In the lesson today we take our stand beneath 
the Cross and see the Saviour die for our sins, and 
for the sins of the whole world. In the first part 
of the chapter we have some events leading up to 
the crucifixion, then His death is described, and 
some events which followed. 


Il. Before the Crucifixion: 
1-25. 


1. The Jewish leaders deliver Jesus to the Ro- 
man governor, Pilate, since they were not allowed 
to put anyone to death, and they were determined 
that Jesus should die. Pilate tried to shift the 
responsibility, by telling them, Take ye Him and 
crucify Him: for I find no fault in Him. The Jews 
answered him, we have a law, and by our law he 
ought to die, because he made himself the Son of 
God. Notice that it is this claim of Jesus to be the 
Son of God that caused His condemnation; the 
Jewish leaders knew that he clearly asserted His 
oneness with the Father. The Deity of our Lord is 
an essential doctrine. 


2. The Buying of the Potter’s Field. Judas came 
back and cast down the money, and went out and 
hanged himself. The chief priests took the money 
and bought with it the Potter’s Field thus fulfilling 
the prophecy of Jeremiah and Zechariah. 


3. The Trial before Pilate (more details are 
given in John’s Gospel). There are several very un- 
usual and important phases of this trial which I 
wish to mention briefly. Jesus was silent as the gov- 
ernor asked Him questions. (As a lamb before her 
shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth, is 
the way the prophet put it). ‘This caused Pilate 
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to marvel greatly. The attempt of Pilate—repeated 
attempts, rather—to release Jesus. The custom was 
for one prisoner to be released at the feast, whom 
they would. The people, stirred up by their leaders 
called for Barabbas to be released, and demanded 
that Jesus be crucified. The futile act of Pilate in 
taking water and washing his hands, saying, I am 
innocent of the blood of this just person. Finally, 
the answer of the people, His blood be on us and 
on our children. I thought of this again as I wrote 
these words. Just a while ago I heard over the 
radio that millions of Jews are facing one of their 
most severe persecutions at the hands of the Com- 
munists and that two very prominent Jews had 
committed suicide. The Jewish nation as a whole 
has been paying with blood and tears as a just retri- 
bution for this most terrible crime which they com- 
mitted when they demanded the death of Jesus. 
Will this pitiable people never have their eyes 
opened and see themselves in their true condition? 
The tendency today is to consider the Jews as all 
right, simply because they believe in God, and over- 
look their sin of rejecting Jesus Christ. (Many 
Jews, however, are agnostics, and do not even be- 
lieve in God). The great sin of the Jews is now, as 
in Paul’s day, their unbelief, and there can be no 
hope for them unless, and until, they accept Him 
as the Son of God and their Messiah. I have great 
respect for the Jews and love for them, but we 
must deal with them honestly as unsaved, lost sin- 
ners. 





+. The shame of Pilate in having Jesus scourged, 
knowing Him to be innocent of any crime. Who- 
ever heard of a judge pronouncing a man innocent 
and then commanding him to be treated as a crimi- 
nal? 


5. The shameful treatment by the soldiers. This 
is very much like the treatment by the Jews in 26: 
67-68, except that it is even more brutal, and re- 
veals the contempt of the Roman soldier for the 
Jew, a contempt which they liked to show whenever 
they had an opportunity. They mock him as King 
of the Jews, putting on him a scarlet robe, a crown 
of thorns, and a reed in His hand, and bowing the 
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knee, saying Hail, king of the Jews. They also spit 
in His face and smite him on the head. They then 
put His own clothes back on Him and lead Him 
away. 


6. They compel Simon, of Cyrene, to bear the 
cross. The ordeal through which Jesus had passed 
was too much for His human body to stand, and 
they had to press into service this man from Cy- 
rene who has ever after been honored. 


7. The Place of crucifixion: Golgotha, Calvary, 
place of a skull. There are several explanations of 
its name; one, by Jerome, that many unburied skulls 
may have been there; another, that it was a place 
of execution; a third, that the skull shape of the 
hill gave it that name. It was definitely outside the 
city wall. The spot that meets all the conditions and 
has gained greater acceptance is a little hill on the 
north side of the city about 250 yards outside the 
wall. It is called the grotto of Jeremiah and does 
have the appearance of a skull. It is near the high- 
way running north. 


8. The giving of wine mixed with gall, which, 
when He had tasted, He would not drink. 


I]. The Crucifixion Itself: 
35-56. 


1. The Prophesies fulfilled as He was being cru- 
cified. Jesus quotes from Psalms 22 as He cried out 
in the darkness, My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me.’ ‘““They parted my garments among 
them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots,” is 
a prophecy from this same psalm which is fulfilled. 
John tells us of other Scripture which was fulfilled. 
(John 19:35-37). 


2. The Inscription which Pilate set up over His 
head: this is Jesus the King of the Jews. Mark gives 
a shorter form, and John a longer: putting all to- 
gether we get the whole inscription. 


3. The two thieves who were crucified with Him. 
Matthew does not give the account of the conver- 
sion of one of these, and the gracious words of 
Jesus, Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise. 
(See Luke 23 :39-43 for this story). 


4. The Mockery of the crowds which passed by. 
They taunted Him and called upon Him to come 
down from the cross. (Compare this whole scene 
with the vivid account in Psalm 22). 


5. The Darkness which came upon the whole 
land from the sixth hour to the ninth. 

6. The Terrible Cry which came from our Sa- 
viour’s lips as He hung there, and the misunder- 
standing of the people as they heard it. 


7. The Rending of the veil of the Temple. This 
is explained in Hebrews, chapter 9. We now have 
a new and living way opened for us into the very 
presence of God, and we no longer need all the 
symbolism and ritual of the Old Testament dispen- 
sation; our Great High Priest has gone into the 
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presence of God to make continual intercession for 
us, and we can come with confidence (boldness) 
to the throne of grace. 


8. The Earthquake, the opening of the graves, 
and the resurrection of some of the saints. 


There are two lines of thought which I wish to 
suggest as another way of studying this lesson: 


1. Emphasize the Groups of people surrounding 
the cross taking verse 36 as a starting point; “And 
sitting down, they watched him there.” This is 
spoken particularly of the group of soldiers after 
they had finished their work and had parted His 
garments among them. These hardened soldiers of 
Rome had watched many another man die, but they 
had never seen one die as He did and it made a 
deep impression on them. In verse 54 we read: 
‘‘Now when the centurion, and they that were with 
him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those 
things that were done, they feared greatly saying, 
Truly this was the Son of God.” 


There were also His enemies who were wagging 
their heads and mocking Him. We read a lot about 
“mob psychology,” and here we have an example of 
how a mob can act when aroused by unscrupulous 
leaders. We sometimes see it today in a lynching, 
or mob demonstration. 


The Two Thieves form a group by themselves. 
The prophet had said, (Isaiah 53:12), “He was 
numbered with the transgressors,” and also, “He 
made his grave with the wicked.” Both of these 
men “cast the same in His teeth” at first, but one 
of them changed and was assured of an entrance 
into the Kingdom. Someone, trying to excuse his 
neglect of Christ, said he would come in at the last 
moment, “like the thief on the cross,” and was 
answered thus: Which thief? There were two you 
know; only one was saved. 


Finally there were the ‘““Three Marys” represent- 
ing the devoted women who followed Him. [t would 
be hard to imagine just how Mary, His mother, 
felt as she watched her Son die, and the sword was 
cutting deep into her heart. John tells us of Jesus’ 
loving provision for His mother. (John 19:25-27). 


There are still Groups of people who “watch 
Him die’: some are the hardened and careless ones; 
some are His open enemies; some are repentant 
sinners, who come to the cross, and find salvation. 
“At the cross.” There are His friends, whose hearts 
are very full. To which group do | belong? 

2. Another fine way of studying the Crucifixion 
is to take ‘““The Seven Last Words” of Jesus and 


get a lesson from each one. 


III. Events which follow the Crucifixion: 
(See Verses 57-66). 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 29 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





Hosanna! Behold The King! 


WorsHip SERVICE 
Hymn: “O Worship The King” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing”’ 
Scripture Lesson: Zechariah 9 :9-17; 
John 12:12-16 
Prayer 
Offering 
Hymn: “Alas! And Did My Saviour Bleed” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

When we think of Palm Sunday our minds na- 
turally turn to what has been called “The Trium- 
phal Entry,” the entry of our Lord into Jerusalem 
toward the close of His earthly ministry. True 
enough, the multitude cried “Hosanna to the 
king!”, and the crowd along the way cast their gar- 
ments before Him that He might ride over them 
into the city. Palm fronds, symbols of welcome to a 
king, were cast before Him and the people paid 
Him homage in the way. Yet one wonders if it were 
triumph or travesty. But perhaps, we had better 
give our first speaker an opportunity to shed a little 
light on our theme. 


First Speaker 

It is not dificult to understand why the multi- 
tude sought to crown Jesus king. On another oc- 
casion, when the crowd had witnessed His miracles 
and had been fed by the bread and fish that were 
broken and multiplied in His hands, they sought 
to take Him by force and make Him king. They 
were not so much concerned with the character of 
the King or over the kingdom over which He would 
reign but, primarily, were interested in His power. 
They were looking for one who could throw off the 
yoke of Rome and restore the kingdom to Israel. 
Through the miracles wrought by His hand they 
gained a glimpse of His infinite power and thus de- 
sired to turn it to their own interests by acclaiming 
Him as king. It is apparent that their interests were 
selfish interests—not spiritual but material in char- 
acter. When they discovered that He would not use 
His power to break the chains of Roman tyranny 
and they understood that His was a kingdom not of 
this world and that the subjects of His kingdom 
were called upon to bear a cross, they turned away 
and thus He became despised and rejected of men. 
When we think of their cries of “Hosanna” in the 
light of this we wonder how much there was of tri- 
umph in that entry into Jerusalem. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

It is not difficult to see that the crowd lightly 
esteemed the Lord for they turned against Him al- 
most overnight, yet our Lord did not rebuke them 
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for their praise although He knew what was in 
their hearts and how soon they, like Judas, would 
betray Him and, like Peter, would deny Him, leav- 
ing Him to die alone. But just who were those who 
cried “Hosanna,” who paid tribute, however, brief, 
to the Lord in that hour? Let us get a look at the 
crowd as our second speaker brings a word to us. 


Second Speaker 

Jesus plainly indicated that all the hosts of Hea- 
ven were at His beck and call. The legions of angels 
stood ready to come to His aid for they knew Him 
to be more than King of Israel; they knew Him as 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. But no angelic 
voices were crying Hosannah in that motley crowd. 
Neither were any voices raised from royal throats, 
nor did priestly lips offer tribute to His name. The 
rulers and priests, Scribes and Pharisees, hated and 
despised our Lord. Those who cried Hosanna had 
been privileged to follow Him as He healed the 
lame, the halt and the blind and had seen Him 
cleanse the leper, make the dumb to speak, the deaf 
to hear and call men from the grave. These were 
the common people who longed to see another ruler 
on the throne. Without leadership, without purpose 
and aim, they would follow anyone who seemed to 
offer the promise of food and raiment. No king ever 
had a more lowly and nondescript group of admir- 
ers. There was little of triumph in the character 
and disposition of the crowd. Picture it, if you will. 
One meek and lowly in heart, riding upon a bor- 
rowed beast; a little handful of faithful disciples 
called from humble walks of life, surrounded by a 
poor and greedy mob that cried “HosANNaA.”’ One 
wonders wherein the triumph existed. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

It seems evident that the events which we might 
consider a triumph were but an added experience of 
humbling in the life of our Lord for, though He 
were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things 
that He suffered. But perhaps there is some reason 
to regard it as containing an element of triumph for 
the Lord said if they held their peace, the very 
stones would be forced to cry out. But how long 
did the triumph last? Let us listen now to the clos- 
ing speaker on the program. 


Third Speaker 

The triumph was short lived. Scarcely had Jesus 
entered Jerusalem when His popularity began to 
wane. As in the beginning of His ministry, so now 
as it neared its close He drove the money changers 
from the temple and bitterly denounced the men 
who had made His Father’s house a den of thieves. 
When the Scribes and Chief Priests witnessed the 
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works of Christ and understood the implication of 
His teaching, they sought through subtlety to de- 
stroy it and it was not long until the fickle crowd, 
egged on by these wicked religious leaders, began 
to cry for His death. Although they knew the testi- 
mony of the witnesses to be false, for no two wit- 
nesses agreed, although they found no flaw in Him, 
still they thirsted for His blood and in the very 
wake of the Hosannas that echoed through the city 
walls there came the cry, “Crucify Him, Crucify 
Him!” We wonder how the crowd could change 
so quickly—one day seek to crown Him king, the 
next to crucify Him. Such is the deceitful nature of 
the human heart apart from the redeeming grace of 
Jesus Christ. The very brevity of these days of 
triumph makes it not a triumph but a travesty. And 
so men today still pay Him lip service and in their 
hearts crucify the Son of God afresh and put Him 
to an open shame, rendering worship not a triumph 
for the Lord but a travesty. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Each of us should soberly examine our own hearts 
to determine if we have crowned Jesus king of our 
lives. He Who is our sovereign became our Saviour 
and died in our stead. Each of us, in humility of 
heart, should honor Him as king that our worship 
might be not travesty but triumph for the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. 


Women’s Work 


The Week Of Spiritual Enrichment 
March 29 - April 5 








Theme: “Power for Living With the Risen 
Christ.” 


All women of the Church are called to make the 
Pre-Easter Week a time of special life enrichment; 
a time when we turn from the things of the world 
and seek fellowship with the Risen Christ. 


The Purpose in this week is two-fold: 

1. To help every woman of the Church to have 
a new experience of fellowship with the Risen and 
Living Christ. 


2. To prepare the hearts-of us all to enter the 
new Church year fully committed to Christ and 
with added power for His service. 


The Plans—Women of every church, including 
business women, and shut-ins, are asked to share 
in the week through: 


1. Using of the leaflet “For Personal Use’ 
throughout the week of March 29-April 5. That 
leaflet contains selected daily Bible readings on the 
theme: “Power for Living With the Risen Christ,” 
questions for meditation, suggestions for service and 
prayer throughout the week. It is designed to draw 
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us into closer fellowship with Christ in our per- 
sonal devotional life. 


2. Planning to attend all the regular services in 
the local church during this week. 


3. Participating wholeheartedly in all special 
services that might be arranged for the women of 
the Church: for leader development, visitation, dedi- 
cation. 


4. Praying for self, women leaders, all women 
of the Church to have an experience with Christ 
this week that will result in life enrichment for each 
and in added power for Christ’s work throughout 
the year 1953. 


The Materials: The ‘For Personal Use’’ leaflet, 
price le each and the “Retreat Day for Officers,” 
price 3c, (both new leaflets), are available from 
Board of Women’s Work, 309 Henry Grady Build- 
ing, Atlanta, Georgia. 





W omen To W omen 
Evangelism 


“If the watchman sees the sword coming and 
does not blow the trumpet, so that the people are 
not warned, and the sword comes, and takes one 
of them; that man is taken away in his iniquity, but 
his blood I will require at the watchman’s hand.” 
Who is this watchman of whom the prophet speaks? 
It’s you and I, fellow Christian. Surely these solemn 
words should convince every Christian of the im- 
portance and responsibility of winning others for 
Christ. 


It is the opinion of most soul winners that men 
should deal with men, and women with women. Yet 
we women find it is easier to speak before a group 
than to go to an individual and speak to her about 
her relationship with Christ. Our life with Christ 
is something sacred, and we wonder what right we 
have to invade the privacy of other lives. 


The greatest need in our Church today is for 
consecrated Christian women who will give them- 
selves to the task of personal evangelism. We 
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women have unlimited opportunities and business 
associates. We can be useful in the work of our 
Lord in the schoolroom, shop, office or kitchen; but 
sad to say, we talk about everything under the sun 
but Christ and what He has done for us. 


We must learn to see people as souls, souls having 
bodies—not bodies having souls. Christ loves every 
soul and gave Himself for us. Surely we should do 
His will and endeavor to win others for Him. 


Personal Evangelism must be done in absolute 
dependence upon the Lord. He inspires, hears, and 
answers the prayers of His children and He will 
send the Holy Spirit to convict the sinner if we go 
to Him in meekness and humility, praying for guid- 
ance. 


There have been thousands of souls won for 
Christ—not because they heard some great evan- 
gelist, or attended church regularly, but through 
some humble, faithful Christian who first prayed 
and waited for the Holy Spirit to guide him—then 
watching for an opportunity tactfully and lovingly 


led them to Christ. 


We should show by our talk and actions that we 
have complete assurance of our own salvation. We 
should be able to point to Christ’s finished work on 
the cross, and our faith in Him as our own personal 
Saviour makes us perfectly safe, and believing the 
Word of God makes us sure. 


“For the word of God is living and active, sharp- 
er than any two-edged sword, piercing to the divi- 
sion of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 
—Heb. 4:12. A knowledge of the Bible is indis- 
pensable in soul winning. The Christian should 
memorize many passages of Scripture, and be able 
to turn quickly to appropriate verses. There is power 
in the Scripture and the Holy Spirit will interpret 
the Word to those who ask Him. Remember that 
some are unbelievers because of lack of knowledge 
of the Bible and the plan of salvation. Sometimes a 
Gospel portion or tract given in a friendly way 
may be the means of converting a sinner. 


Many of the most valuable discourses which 
Jesus, the Master soul winner, gave were given, 
not to the great multitudes which followed Him, 
but to individuals—the woman at the well, Nico- 
demus, Zacchaeus, and the rich, young ruler. Even 
Christ, Himself, did not win the rich, young ruler; 
so we should not give up if we feel that we have 
failed. 

Women rejoice in various services, such as lead- 
ing church groups, circles, classes, etc., of adminis- 
tering to the needy, visiting the sick, and working 
with young people; but the greatest joy a Christian 
woman can have is to know that she has helped a 
human soul find God and accept Christ as his per- 
sonal Saviour. This is the “Peace that passeth un- 
derstanding.” 

(Mrs. C. J.) Nell Lilly, 
Hinton, West Virginia. 








Our Presbyterian Mission Hospital at Chungju, Korea, 
now operating at maximum capacity. 


Does Korea Touch Your Heart? 


THREE WAYS YOU 
CAN GIVE 


The bitter distress that has settled over South 
Korea beggars description. History will show 
few instances where God's children have faced 
such a desperate situation. 

Our Korea Mission, with more than one thou- 
sand active Presbyterian churches and congre- 
gations in its territory, is doing all in its power 
to alleviate the dreadful suffering. Funds con- 
tributed to our Board of World Missions— 
through annuity-gifts, memorials, legacies and 
other ways—help sustain our efforts in Korea 
in this time of crisis. 

If you are interested in having an active part 
in this work, let us explain one of these estab- 
lished plans of giving that have appealed to so 
many people: 


(1) Annuity-gifts, whereby you purchase 
an annuity for yourself or loved one 


with the money you give to Foreign 
Missions. 


(2) A Memorial Fund ... to a wife, hus- 
band, child or parent. 
(3) A legacy in your will. 


For full information on any of the above- 
mentioned plans, address: 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 

Boarp or Woerip Missiens 
Preserrerian Cxurcn in The Uneteo Stares 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVIIAE 1, TENN. 
“To Foreign Misstons a Share” 
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Church News 


Mrs. Parkes Resigns 





It is with real regret that the Board of Women’s 
Work announces the resignation of Mrs. John L. 
Parkes, as assistant secretary of the Board. Mrs. 
Parkes has served efficiently and capably for the 
past four years in this capacity. Our continued in- 
terest and prayers follow her. 

—Assembly’s Board of Women’s Work. 





Montreat News 


A variety of musical events ranging from indi- 
vidual recitals to group festivals will take place at 
Montreat College during the spring season. 


Harold Frantz, director of the music department, 
has announced that two major festivals for Western 
North Carolina groups will be staged at Montreat. 
One will be a music festival of college choruses 
from colleges throughout Western North Carolina 
and the other will be the Junior Festival of the 
Western District, National Federation of Music 
Clubs. The Davidson College Concert Band is 
scheduled to give a concert February 9th. 


The 30-voice Montreat College Chorus will go 
on its spring tour April 10-14, with concerts sched- 
uled for five cities in North and South Carolina. 





Plans for expansion and changes in Montreat 
buildings have been announced by Dr. J. R. Me- 
Gregor, president of Mountain Retreat Associa- 
tion, after a recent meeting of the board of direc- 
tors. 


A project to enlarge the main recreation building 
for indoor basketball was approved by the board. 
The building is used for the summer youth recrea- 
tion program, which will be directed again this 
year by Pete Whittle of Davidson College. 


The board approved a plan to turn over tele- 
phone operations in Montreat to the Southern Bell 
Company, thus shelving another proposal to revise 
the facilities now owned by Montreat. 


It was announced at the board meeting that six 
large classrooms are now being constructed in the 
rear of Anderson Auditorium. The three of these 
will be able to be thrown open as part of the audi 
torium itself. 


Dr. McGregor also revealed that the Board of 
Christian Education is expected to move forward 
with the construction of a book store and education 
center in Montreat. 





Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, executive secretary of the 
Board of Church Extension, will preach the bacca- 
laureate sermon during commencement exercises at 
Montreat College and Preparatory School on 


May 24. 
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Final graduation exercises will follow at 10 a.m., 
May 25, in Gaither Chapel. Other commencement 
season activities include an alumna luncheon and 
business meeting, May 23. During the afternoon 
Dr. and Mrs. McGregor will give a reception for 
seniors and their guests and that night the senior 
class will present a play. 





Among the new staff members at Montreat Col- 
lege, is Miss Betty Jean Chaplin, who began her 
work February | as field representative for the 
college. 


A 1951 graduate of Montreat College, Miss 
Chaplin has since been on the staff of the city 
recreation department in Roanoke, Va., her home 
town. She has her college degree in religion and 
has been active in local and presbytery young peo- 
ple’s work. 


New dietitian for Assembly Inn is Miss Zoe 
Harris of Knoxville, Tenn. A member of the 
American Dietetic Association, Miss Harris has 
been purchasing dietitian at Stephens College in 
Missouri and dietitian at Smith College in Massa- 
chusetts. She holds bachelor degrees from Stephens 
and the University of Missouri and a masters de- 
gree from Columbia University. 


Miss Helen Payne of Thomasville, N. C., has 
joined the staff as secretary to C. A. Stubbs, Mon- 
treat hotel manager. Mrs. W. W. Preston, wife of 
the pastor of the Black Mountain Presbyterian 
Church, is serving as receptionist in the Montreat 
business office. 





Davidson Gets An Unusual 
Scholarship 


Davidson College was chosen as one of 24 liberal 
arts institutions throughout the country to partici- 
pate in an extensive scholarship program by the 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation. 


The Presbyterian institution is one of only two 
Southern colleges and universities selected for the 
program. Washington and Lee University will also 
participate. 


The Union Carbide Educational Fund has set 
up the scholarship for the purpose of “assisting de- 
serving students who are interested in business ca- 
reers, and to encourage and give limited financial 
aid to a cross section of smaller American colleges 
of traditionally high standing.” 


Each scholarship will be for tuition, fees and 
books. The college itself will receive a grant-in-aid 
for administering the program. 


Davidson will award two scholarships a year to 
incoming freshmen for four years. 


Basic requirements for applicants are those of 
good character, scholastic ability and personality 
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and a desire to enter business or industry on gradu- 
ation. 


In a statement concerning the selection of David- 
son to participate in the program, President John 
R. Cunningham said: “It is our conviction that 
this program will not only benefit its sponsor, but 
will perform a real public service in helping capable 
high school graduates to attend college. 


“We are grateful to the Union Carbide and Car- 
bon Corporation and look forward to a very pleas- 
ant relationship with this great company.” 


Dr. Samuel R. Spencer, Jr., who is in charge of 
Davidson’s scholarship program, said that the first 
two scholarship winners would be selected later 
this spring. 





Columbia Seminary To Establish 
Peter Marshall Foundation 


Plans are in the making for the establishment of 
a Peter Marshall Foundation at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary in Decatur, Georgia, honoring the 
popular U. S. Senate chaplain who died in 1949. 


The Marshall Foundation, aiding seminary stu- 
dents, will be for the purpose of setting up the 
Peter Marshall chair of homiletics (science of 
preaching) at the seminary. Dr. J. McDowell Rich- 
ards, president of Columbia Seminary, estimates the 
endowment will cost $100,000. “We are seeking 
gifts for that purpose now,” he said. “Some of Dr. 
Marshall’s friends and admirers were interested in 
establishing such a foundation and Mrs. Marshall 
has given her consent.” 


“That is just the thing he would have desired,” 
the minister’s widow told Dr. Ralph K. Merker, 
stated clerk of the Washington City Presbytery, 
when he called her for permission to go ahead with 
the project. A committee has been appointed to 
work out details. 





Miss Holland Joins Staff Of 
Board Of Christian Education 


Miss Frances Holland is the latest addition to 
the staff of the Board of Christian Education. She 
succeeds Miss Elizabeth Glasscock as Associate in 
the Department of Children’s Work. 


First assignment for Miss Holland in her new 
job is participation with other members of the De- 
partment of Children’s Work staff in the Graded 
Series Curriculum meeting of the National Coun- 
cil, held at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, March 
16-17. In addition to this experience there will be 
many other opportunities in the next few months 
for orientation and training for the specific duties 
that she is to assume. The following will be in- 
cluded in her responsibilities: assisting in revising, 
writing and editing Primary materials; and par- 
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ticipating in children’s work sections of institutes, 
with occasional opportunities for teaching laboratory 
classes. 


The daughter of a Presbyterian, U.S.A. minister, 
Miss Holland hails from Baltimore, Maryland. She 
attended Johns Hopkins University and the General 
Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, Virginia, 
where she received the Bachelor of Religious Edu- 
cation degree. 


Miss Holland comes to the Board from Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, Arlington, Virginia, where 
she has served as Director of Religious Education 
since her graduation from the Training School in 
1951. Her business experience includes secretarial 
work for two Baltimore firms and more than three 
years service in the U. S. Navy. 





The Entire Congregation 
In A Retreat Program 


Brainerd Presbyterian Church in the Synod of 
Appalachia will sponsor a retreat program April 
25 and 26, which is for the entire church—Chil- 
dren, Pioneers, Seniors and Adults. ““To my knowl- 
edge this is the first full-sized church retreat,” says 
the Rev. I. M. Ellis, regional director of Appa- 
lachia Synod. ° 


All the church members are interested and com- 
mittees are busy preparing for the two-day retreat. 
It will be held at Camp Ocoee. Objective of the 
retreat is to increase the effectiveness of the church 
through Christian fellowship, through a better un- 
derstanding of the church program, and through a 
re-dedication to Christian living. 


Projects, study groups and discussions are to be 
held. There also will be time for visiting, resting, 
games and hikes. The Rev. Earl Williamson, Bryan 
University, Dayton, and the Rev. I. M. Ellis, will 
bring messages to the church-wide group. 





Queens College News 


Construction will begin immediately on the 
Ovens Physical Education Building, Queens Col- 
lege, Charlotte, N. C., Dr. Charlton C. Jernigan, 
president of the college, has announced. 

The building which will be erected with funds 
given to the college by David Ovens, Charlotte 
business executive and philanthropist, will include 
a large gymnasium, a smaller auxiliary gymnasium, 
offices, classrooms, dressing and shower rooms, 
swimming pool, and locker space. The building will 
be of contemporary design with a concave front to 
lend interest. 


Members of the Queens student body carried on 
a successful campaign for funds for the Student 
Swimming Pool which will be a part of the build- 
ing. The campaign was begun during the Christmas 
holidays when each student endeavored to raise 
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$250 in his or her home-town and was continued 
until bids were let on March 5. In many towns in 
the Carolinas, Queens students were seen carrying 
their campaign buckets labeled, Queens College 
Bucket Brigade. 


The donor, Mr. Ovens, was chosen “Man of the 
South for 1951.” He has for many years been a 
leader in civic, religious, and welfare organizations 
in Charlotte and the South. 





Presbyterian College 


The Presbyterian College Board of Trustees re- 
cently announced the selection of two recipients for 
honorary degrees and the re-election of the three 
top Board officers. 


Action came at the annual trustee meeting on 
the PC campus Tuesday. 


The Rev. Bob S. Hodges, Jr., of Atlanta, As- 
sociate Secretary of the General Council of the 
Presbyterian Church US, was chosen to receive an 
honorary Doctor of Divinity degree. And Walter 
A. Johnson, athletic director at Presbyterian Col- 
lege for the past 38 years and widely esteemed as 
the dean of Southern sportsmen, was selected for 
an honorary Doctor of Laws degree. 


The degrees will be awarded at the college’s 72nd 
commencement exercises in June. 


Re-elected to head the Board of Trustees were: 
Earl C. Hollingsworth, prominent Augusta, Ga., 
business man, Chairman; the Rev. William Ward, 
pastor of Spartanburg’s First Presbyterian Church, 
vice-chairman; and Charles N. Plowden, promi- 
nent Summerton banker and lawyer, secretary. 


Hodges, a Presbyterian College alumnus in the 
class of 1926, has served in his present capacity on 
the General Council since 1949. Prior to that he 
was pastor of the Rogersville, Tenn., Presbyterian 
Church. His earlier pastorates include the Bates- 
burg-Leesville (S. C.) Presbyterian Church, 1925- 
36, and the First Presbyterian Church of Union, 
1936-1944. 


The Board of Trustees made a special exception 
in selecting Athletic Director Johnson for an honor- 
ary degree. Presbyterian College has an established 
policy of not giving honorary degrees either to 
employees of the college or to trustees, and this 
policy was re-afiirmed after the exception had been 
made for Johnson. 


The Board pointed out that the work of Johnson 
was unique in the long years of devoted service to 
PC and in the exceptionally high character of his 
efforts in the field of athletics, efforts which brought 
prestige to sports generally and to the institution. 
Presbyterian Alumni, at their regular meeting last 
fall, voted unanimously in favor of requesting the 
Board of Trustees to honor Johnson with an honor- 
ary degree. 
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World Missions Receipts 





Apr. 1, 1951, to Mar. 1, 1952 ........ $ 1,019,652.96 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Mar. 1, 1953 1,276,566.10 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ISAIAH 


Seven Newly Translated Sermons 
On Isaiah Fifty-Three 
By John Calvin 


“Very God and very man” is the essence of 
Calvin’s thinking about Christ, and the fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah is one of the chief 
foundation stones of his theology. This force- 
ful collection of Calvin’s sermons represents 
his crystal clear thought and impassioned 
preaching in all its fervor. Leroy Nixon 
Translation. $2.00. Order From: 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville..North Carolina 











We Read Them 
Till Worn Out 


The grandson of a missionary, serving in the 
U. N. Army in Korea, recently wrote home as fol- 
lows: 


Letters are about the only luxury we have over 
here. We dig holes in the ground and put a sort of 
roof over them to keep some of the rain out. There 
is still an awful war going on. The great relief 
from this is the Bible and the chaplain, when he 
comes to our area. The Bible is worn out more than 
any other book. 





A Prayer 


As we worship on this Day, 
Grant these blessings, Lord, we pray: 


A Vision bright, that all may see 
The glories of eternity: 


Wisdom divine; each mind made clear, 
Thy Word to read; Thy Voice to hear: 


A glowing Love; a Holy Love, 
Fresh from the heart of God above: 


The anointing Spirit's Power; 
Full; refreshing; Heaven's shower: 


As we linger in this place, 
Give these blessings of Thy grace: 
Amen. 


J, Ki P. 
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Before We Vote To Merge With The Northern 
Church — Let’s Look At The Facts About 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 


By Kenneth S. Keyes — Miami, Fla. 


In 1940 the Northern Church 
had 1,596,030 enrolled in its 
Sunday Schools. By 1951 the 
enrollment had dropped to 
1,516,355—a decrease of 5%. 


In 1940 our Southern Church 
had 445,766 enrolled in its 
Sunday Schools. By 1951 the 
enrollment had grown to 
563,328 — an inerease of 
26.4%. 


The Sunday School of today is 
not only the chief source of 
membership for the Church of 
tomorrow. It is also the train- 
ing ground for the leaders of 
our Church of the future. 


Isn’t it reasonable to believe 
that our Sunday School Pro- 
gram which has proven so much 
more successful than the pro- 
gram of the Northern Church 
will be largely replaced with 
their less effective program, if 
we vote to merge with them? 





Have YOU seen a copy of “The Reason Why?” Order a 
sample copy (free) or 100 copies for $4.00. 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. — Weaverville, N.C. 
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